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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1466

Passed Legislature - 2003 Regul ar Session

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By House Conmmttee on Education (originally sponsored by
Representatives Quall, Tom Haigh, Talcott, MDernott, Anderson,

Linville, Rockefeller, Ericksen, Upthegrove, Jarrett, Dunshee, N xon
Kessl er, Ruderman, Eicknmeyer, Cox, Lovick, Hunt, Gant, Wods,
Wal | ace, Pflug, Kenney and Fronhol d)

READ FI RST TI ME 3/10/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to natural science, wldlife, and environnental
education; adding new sections to chapter 28A. 300 RCW and creating a
new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) Effective, natural science, wldlife,
and environnental education progranms provide the foundation for the
devel opment of literate children and adults, setting the stage for
lifelong I earning. Furthernore, integrating the basic subject areas of
the common school curriculum in chapter 28A 230 RCW through natura
sci ence, wldlife, and envi ronment al educati on of fers many
opportunities for achieving excellence in our schools. Well-designed
prograns, aligned wth the state's essential academc |earning
requi renents, contribute to the state's educational reform goals.

(2) Washington is fortunate to have institutions and prograns that
currently provide quality natural science, wldlife, and environnenta
education and teacher training that is already aligned with the state's
essential academ c | earning requirenents.
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(3) The legislature intends to further the devel opnent of natural
science, wldlife, and environnental education by establishing a
conpetitive grant program funded through state noneys to the extent
t hose noneys are appropriated, or made avail abl e t hrough ot her sources,
for proven natural science, wldlife, and environnmental education
prograns that are fully aligned with the state's essential academc
| earni ng requirenents.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

The Washington natural science, wldlife, and environnenta
education partnership account is hereby created in the custody of the
state treasurer to provide natural science, wildlife, and environnent al
educati on opportunities for teachers and students to help achieve the
hi ghest quality of excellence in education through conpliance with the

essential academ c |earning requirenents. Revenues to the account
shall consist of appropriations made by the |egislature or other
sour ces. Grants and their admnistration shall be paid from the
account . Only the superintendent of public instruction or the

superintendent's desi gnee may authorize expenditures fromthe account.
The fund is subject to allotnent procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW
but an appropriation is not required for expenditures.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The natural science, wldlife, and environnental education
grant programis hereby created, subject to the availability of funds
in the natural science, wldlife, and environnmental education
partnership account. The program is created to pronote proven and
i nnovative natural science, wldlife, and environmental education
prograns that are fully aligned with the state's essential academc
| earning requirenents, and includes but is not |limted to instruction
about renewable resources, responsible use of resources, and
conservation

(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall establish and
publish funding criteria for environnental, natural science, wldlife,
forestry, and agricultural education grants. The office of
superintendent of public instruction shall involve a cross-section of

1466- S. SL p. 2



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W WWWWRNNNNMNNMNNNOMNNNNRRRRERRRR R
D WNRPOOOWMNOOAONMWNEREROOOONOOOUNMWNERO

st akehol der gr oups to devel op soci al ly, econom cal |y, and
environnmental |y balanced funding criteria. These criteria shall be
based on conpliance wth the essential academi c |earning requirenents
and use nethods that encourage critical thinking. The criteria nust
al so include environnental, natural science, wldlife, forestry, and
agricultural education prograns with one or nore of the follow ng
feat ures:

(a) Interdisciplinary approaches to environnental, natural science,
wildlife, forestry, and agricultural issues;

(b) Prograns that t ar get under ser ved, di sadvant aged, and
mul ticul tural popul ations;

(c) Prograns that reach out to schools across the state that woul d
otherwise not have access to specialized environnental, natural
science, wldlife, forestry, and agricultural education prograns;

(d) Proven prograns offered by innovative comunity partnerships
designed to i nprove student |earning and strengthen | ocal comrunities.

(3) Eligible uses of grants include, but are not limted to:

(a) Continuing in-service and preservice training for educators
with materials specifically developed to enable educators to teach
essential academ c learning requirenents in a conpelling and effective
manner ;

(b) Proven, innovative prograns that align the basic subject areas
of the comon school curriculum in chapter 28A 230 RCW with the
essential academc learning requirenents; the basic subject areas
shoul d be i ntegrated by using environnental education, natural science,
wildlife, forestry, agricultural, and natural environnment curricula to
nmeet the needs of various |learning styles; and

(c) Support and equi pnent needed for the inplenentation of the
progranms in this section.

(4) Gants may only be disbursed to nonprofit organizations exenpt
from incone tax under section 501(c) of the federal internal revenue
code that can provide matching funds or in-kind services.

(5 Gants my not be used for any partisan or political
activities.

Passed by the House March 13, 2003.

Passed by the Senate April 8, 2003.

Approved by the Governor April 16, 2003.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 16, 2003.
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